FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
trade, charity, science, propaganda of all ^ sorts. They have
over the State the great advantage that their purpose is quite
definite, and that no one is forced into any of them, whereas
the purpose of the State is vague and membership is com-
pulsory. It is oppression to be forced to belong to a State which
you envisage a la Louis XIV., expecting it to play in Europe a
preponderating role which I do not wish my country to play.
It would be just the same if you wished to urge France to
restore the Pope. The only aim which can be proposed, for
general acceptance is that of defending the community from
brigands within or without, this implying the army, ,the
police, the judicial system, and the necessary taxation—nothing
more."1
This would-be precise and limited purpose is, of course, as
vague and crude as any other : you have only to call " brigands ''
those who happen to disagree with you for the most obnoxious
tyranny to be realized. Protestants were brigands to Louis XIV.,
so were Socialists to Taine. This definition ultimately leaves
the door as wide open as any other to prejudice, spite 'and
tyranny.
Nor did Taine himself remain consistently faithful to his
doctrine. It is difficult to reconcile a belief in a brigand-checking
agency with that of the State as " a living public person, formed
by the coming together of a certain portion of the indivi-
dual being of all particular members,"2 or of the State as
" the only expression of the country, the only visible symbol
of a glorious historic community, for otherwise patriotism
would lose the last and only centre of consciousness by which
it can realize its own identity." 3 All of which is but another
illustration of the fact on which we have insisted in these pages
time after time, that all French thinkers think of the State
primarily in its existence as against other states, in terms of
national sovereignty, excluding federation or even co-operation,
and construct their political dogmas around this postulate. To
Taine as to others " LaPatrie " is first assumed as the essential
1	Corr.9 iii., p. 329.
2	Quoted byGibaudan, op. tit., p. 140.
2 Quoted by Boutmy, Taine, Scktrer, Laboulaye.
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